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PREFACE

THE value of co-operation in place of individualism is
rapidly rising in the consciousness of the American people.
For many reasons we are far more closely related to more
people of the world than formerly and are more conscious of
the relationship. This expansion of personality is ready
to-day to conceive and to realize feelingly the brotherhood
of man and both national and world citizenship. The ad-
joining farms or nearest small villages do not circumscribe
the breadth of our interests, acquaintance, nor economic
exchange. To-day we think more in terms of the county,
the State, the nation, and the world, instead of provincially
limiting ourselves to the farm and the little one-room school
district.

The automobile, telephone, good roads, trolley cars, news-
papers, magazines, and larger administrative participagjpn
tend greatly to widen the area  of our social connections.
The stupendous world war with its unprecedented stimulus
to close national organization of railroads, agriculture, and
manufacturing, with all their implications of sacrificing indi-
vidualism to social efficiency, has sent the world, and espe-
cially America, a long way toward a desirable organization
of all of each nation’s forces. The consolidated rural school
is part and partner of this broader socialization and integra-
tion. It stands for educational efficiency in the interests of
the nation and humanity by means of a greater degree of
co-operation and organization over a wider area of territory.

Already thousands of such schools have displaced the
little one-room structures of restricted neighborhoods and
mental outlooks from sea to sea. Every State has done

um
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THE CONSOLIDATED RURAL
SCHOOL " *;

CHAPTER I AT

NATIONAL AND RURAL CONSOLIDATION .7 :. |

PRELIMINARY PROBLEMS

1. What have been some of the principal effects on democracy of
the Great War?

. What is a democracy and in what ways is it superior to autocracy ?

. What are some of the principal weaknesses of our democracy?

. In what ways can public schools promote the best democracy?

. What are the relative advantages and disadvantages of rural and
urban life?

6. What are some of the principal problems and needs of country
people as you know them? Classify these needs under the fol-
lowing headings:

(1) Health and physical-development needs.
(2) Economic and vocational needs.

(3) Recreational and avocational needs.

(4) Civic and co-operative needs.

(5) Moral and religious needs.

7. In what ways do the single-room schools help and fail to help sig-
nificantly in the solution of the above rural-life problems?

8. What is your present conception of a consolidated school? On
what is this conception based?

9. What is the best type of consolidated school of which you have
knowledge?

10. To the solution and satisfaction of which of the above rural-life
problems and needs might a first-class consolidated school be
expected to contribute?

3]

(7.3 S

I. THE PRESENT RAPID INCREASE OF SOCIAL INTEGRATION

National Consolidation.—The World War has worked
unprecedented transformations in the organization of Ameri-
can life. Individualism and competition were the great

I


































































CHAPTER IO
THE AMERICAN RURAL SCHOOL

PRELIMINARY PROBLEMS

1. To what extent have cities profited by the expenditures of the
country for the schooling of country boys and girls? (See
chap. VII, on Movements of Population. in Vogt's *“Rural
Sociology.”)

2. To what extent are cities and entire states and the nation inter-
ested in and responsible for the proper schooling of all country
children?

3. If people remained all their lives in the communities where they
obtained their schooling, and each community thus obtained the
product of its expenditures, great or little, to what extent would
this lessen the need for county, State, and national support?

4. What did the draft of the young men of the land show the health
conditions to be? What per cent were rejected for physical
defects? What per cent were illiterate? See “ Second Report
of the Provost Marshal General,” Government Printing Office,
Washington, D. C.

5. How many single-room schools of your home State have less than
fifteen pupils?

6. What per cent of the rural teachers in your home State have a
high-school education? What per cent have had at least two
years of normal-school training? What per cent are college grad-
uates?

7. How does the professional and general training of the rural teacher
compare with that of the rural physician? Is the work of the
one less skilled, scientific, professional, or less important than
the other?

8. What per cent of the rural pupils of your home State graduate
from the eighth grade? From high school?

9. What is the unit of school administration in your home State,
district, township or town, or county control ?

10. What are the principal educational reforms needed in your home
State for the betterment of rural education?

Note.—The reports of your State superintendent or commissioner
cf public schools, the reports of county superintendents, the proceed-
21






































































































































































































































































































SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION AND CONSOLIDATION 107

9. How should consolidated schools in your State obtain their funds
and why?

10. Is it wise to have local boards with very limited powers even where
we have the township, town, or county systems?

BIBLIOGRAPHY

1. Cubberley—*“Public School Administration.” Houghton Mif-
flin Co.
2, ““State and County Educational Reorganization.”” Mac-
millan.
3. Monahan—*‘ County-Unit Organization for the Administration of
Rural Schools.” U. S. Government Printing Office.
4 Foght—*‘ The Rural Teacher and His Work.” Macmillan.
5. Surveys of Various States by the U. S. Bureau of Education.
6. Arp—*‘Rural Education and the Consolidated School.” World
Book Co.
7. Betts and Hall—‘“Better Rural Schools.” Bobbs, Merrill Co.
8. Cubberley—*‘Rural Life and Education.”” Houghton Mifflin Co.
9. Flexner and Bachman—*Public Education in Maryland.” (A
survey.) General Education Board, New York.
10. Monahan—*‘ Consolidation of Rural Schools and Transportation of
Pupils at Public Expense.”” Government Printing Office.













































































































































































































THE CONSOLIDATED-SCHOOL SITE AND ITS USE 10§

4. —— “Rural-School Hygiene,” a survey. (Section of the Penn-
sylvania Rural-School Survey, published by the editor.)

5. Ayres, Williams, and Wood—‘Healthful Schools.” Houghton
Mifflin Co.

6. Dresslar—*“School Hygiene.”” Macmillan.

7. Rapeer—*“Educational Hygiene.” Scribner.

8. Kemm—*“Among Country Schools.” Ginn.

9. Arbor-day and special bulletins on improvement of school grounds,
the school farm, the school manse, etc.

10. See the American School Board Journal (Milwaukee, Wis.) and
the American Journal of School Hygiene (Worcester, Mass.) for
occasional suggestions on sites. The State departments of ed-
ucation of & number of States issue bulletins dealing with the
school site.
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312 THE OONSOLIDATED RURAL SCHOOL

Cabot’s books on “Everyday Ethics™ (Holt) and other
similar subjects are valuable texts.

General science has a great message and service to ren-
der modemn life. and espedially the country. A remaissance
of sdence teaching has taken place and the subject is being
hooked to the practical problems of kife along the great lines
of health, vocation, avocation, etc. Elhuff has a valuable
text and manual (Heath), but I know of no book espedally
for rural schools. General pkysics and chemistry are each
given five hours a week for a year later. They also must be
profoundly influenced by farm needs and the great aims of
education. The teacher should have good laboratories
and a demonstration room with raised seats for the pupils-
1 hesitate to name a text even as an example, since change
is taking place so rapidly. Botany we may pat in with the
vocational subjects, if six years are too much for the more
purely vocational subjects. It should have at least one
year, and of course be espedially full of help and suggestion
for people living by and among a world of plants. The avo-
cational value of the sciences is also very great. One may
study the stars. not to know when to plant his corn or kill
his hogs, according to old superstitions, but to increase his
enjoyment and harmless happiness through life. The mys-
teries of nature are instinctively matters of great interest.
The elements of zoology may be connected with the one
hour a week devoted to hygiene and its basis of physiology
and anatomy. Perhaps a good half-year course or longer.
five hours a week, may be found for it elsewhere. It may
be that a half year of botany and a half year of zoology may
well be provided. The elementary course should be full of
nature study and thus prepare for these high-school studies.
These sciences may well be classified about life problems.

Geography may minister much to man’s understanding
of his scene of action and the great natural and social forces
at work in the world. Physical, commercial, and political
geography from the standpoint of the modern rural worker








































































































































































































































































































































































424 THE CONSOLIDATED RURAL SCHOOL

19.
20.

Parker—‘“Methods of Teaching in High Schools.” Ginn & Co.
Rapeer—*Teaching Elementary-School Subjects.”

21. Strayer—‘“The Teaching Process.” Macmillan.

22,
23.
24.
25.

26.
27.

and Norsworthy—“How to Teach.” Macmillan.

Thorndike—* Education.” Macmillan.

“Principles of Teaching.” Seiler.

Suzzallo in Monroe’s “Encyclopedia of Education,” article on
Teaching, Types of.

Wilson—*‘ Motivation of School Subjects.” Houghton Mifflin Co.

Yocum—*‘Culture, Discipline, and Democracy.” Christopher
Sower Co.
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474 THE CONSOLIDATED RURAL SCHOOL

3.

Foght—*The Rural Teacher and His Work,” part ITI, chap. VL
Macmillan.

4. Bancroft—*Games for the Playgmund.” Macmillan.
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I0.

. Parker—*Methods of Teaching in High School.” Ginn & Co.
. Stern—*‘Neighborhood Entertainments.” Sturgis & Walton.

Ward—*‘The Social Centre.” Appleton.

Jackson—*“A Community Centre, What It Is and How to Or-
ganize It.” Government Printing Office.

‘““Recreation Manual for Teachers.” State Dept. of Public In-
struction for Oregon.

Rapeer—*‘ Teaching Elementary-School Subjects,” chaps. I, XIX,
XXI, XXII. Scribner. -








































































496 THE CONSOLIDATED RURAL SCHOOL

Burnham—*“Two Types of Rural Schools.” Teachers’ College, Co-
lumbia University.

Foght—‘“The American Rural School,” part XV. The Macmillan
Company.

Knorr—*‘ Consolidated Rural Schools and Organization of a County
System.” U. S. Bureau of Education, No. 232.

Monahan—* Consolidation of Schools and Transportation of Pupils
at Public Expense.” U. S. Bureau of Education, No. 3o.
























































































































538 THE CONSOLIDATED RURAL SCHOOL

“An Introduction to the Study of Agricultural Economics”—H. C.
Taylor—Macmillan Company, New York.

“Co-operation in Agriculture”’—G. Harold Powell—Macmillan Co., New
York.

*Co-operative Marketing”"—W. W. Cumberland—Princeton University
Press.

“Rural Credits"—]J. B. Norman—Macmillan Company, New York.

D. CONSERVATION
Agencies

The Farm Bureau of your county.

The State Agricultural College, Extension Service.

The Local or National Board of Food Administration.

The National Civic Federation, New England Section, 20 Ashburton
Place, Boston.

The Special Aid Society for American Preparedness, 142 Berkley Street,
Boston.

The Federation of Women's Clubs.

The State Forestry Association.

Books

“The Conservation of Natural Resources in the United States’’—Charles
R. Van Hise—Macmillan Company, New York.

‘Everyday Food in War Time"”—Mary S. Rose—Macmillan Company,
New York.

‘“Nature and Man in America’’—N. S. Shaler—C. Scribner's, New York.

“The Landscape Beautiful"—F. A. Waugh—Orange Judd Company,
New York.

E. Bovs' AND GIRLS' ACTIVITIES
Agencies

The Farm Bureau of your county.

The State Agricultural College, Extension Service.

The State Board of Education, State Capital.

The State Y. M. C. A., Rural Work Department.

The State Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children.
The Boy Scouts of America, 200 Fifth Avenue, New York.
The Camp Fire Girls, 118 East 28th Street, New York.

The Girl Scouts, 1 Madison Avenue, New York.

Books

“Elementary Agriculture”—James S. Grimm—Allyn & Bacon, 172
Tremont Street, Boston.

““Handicaps of Childhood""—Haddington Bruce—Dodd Mead & Co.,
New York.
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* Institutional Work for the Country Church”—C. E. Hayward—Burling-
ton Free Press Association, Burlington, Vermont.

“The Country Church"—Gill & Pinchot—Macmillan Company, New
York.

“The Church of the Open Country''—Warren H. Wilson—Missionary
Education Movement, New York.

“Using the Resources of the Country Church”—E. R. Groves—Associa-
tion Press, New York. .

“The Country Church and the Rural Problem”—K. L. Butterfield—
University of Chicago Press, Chicago.

‘“Vital Problems in Rural Leadership”—W. J. Campbell—International
Y. M. C. A. College, Springfield, Mass.
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